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ON CUTTINGS, CLUTTER, AND SONG         Copyright 2016 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)  

We had a cuƫng at work recently. That’s the term we 
use when comparing one item against another--usually a private 
label product against the naƟonal brand--to see how well or 
poorly the former does against the laƩer. In this case, we were 
doing jams and jellies against Smucker’s. Like most of our 
cuƫngs, this one was conducted blind (as in, the panelists don’t 
know which item is which). And this parƟcular cuƫng was 
couched as a Team EvaluaƟon, essenƟally a vote to see if the 
proposed product is approved or not.  Each TE begins with two 
quesƟons: Are you a user of the item? (here, blackberry jam, as I 
recall) and Are you a user of the category? (here, Jams/Jellies/
Preserves).  

One of the panelists--Patrick--said “No” to both ques-
Ɵons, and I found his second “No” to be parƟcularly interesƟng. I 
mean, I could totally understand Patrick not using a given flavor 
of jam, jelly, or preserve. But not using Jams/Jellies/Preserves 
period? Others may have been thinking the same thing, and one 
panelist spoke up to this effect. “You don’t use the category?” 
she asked. These cuƫngs are meant to be done in silence, so I 
chided her with my usual reprimand (“Don’t badger the panel-
ists!”), but Patrick entertained the quesƟon, and his response was 
simple and profound at the same Ɵme: “What would I need it 
for?”I remember reading somewhere once that we all have five 
basic needs: air, water, food (Jams/Jellies/Preserves qualify, but 
not really), clothing, and shelter. Everything else is gravy. Or mar-

malade… Anyway, I kept thinking about what Patrick said--and all 
the stuff in my garage and basement--and a few nights later, I 
even wrote a song about such ponderings. Here are a few lines of 
the lyrics: Something that somebody said/ It’s been playing music 
in my head/ Something ‘bout want and greed/ And about the 
things that a man might really need/ The clu er’s ge ng way out 
of hand/ That yoke you spoke of is making demands/ So Jesus 
help me posit a plan/ to get free… 

The cuƫng, the cluƩer, the song. They all come back to 
me now as I consider today’s readings. First (from Ecclesiastes, 
with Qoheleth speaking to humankind’s bent for riches, even 
with all of wealth’s emoƟonal trappings): “Vanity of vaniƟes…All 
things are vanity!” Next (from the Apostle Paul): “Put to death, 
then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality…and the greed 
that is idolatry.” And finally (from Jesus himself, when someone 
in the crowd pleads with Christ to help the person gain some 
share of inheritance from his brother): “Take care to guard 
against all greed, for though one’s life may be rich, one’s life does 
not consist of possessions.” I suspect we all carry baggage we 
don’t need. It may be stuff. It may be anxiety. It may be a hurt 
that we can’t let go of. Or won’t. Today’s readings--and Patrick--
remind us to lighten up. Literally and metaphorically. And we can. 
SƟll, like the song says: Nothing changes ll I change/ This one’s 
on me to rearrange/ Things are only things and things do not de-
fine the game/ But if I let them…who’s to blame? 

St. Ferdinand Parish 

July 31, 2016     18th Ordinary Sunday          Page Thirteen 

 Support Staff 
Mrs. Zofia Mazurek, Parish Secretary 
Sr. Kamila Wojdyla, AdministraƟve Assistant 
Ms. Elizabeth Ceisel-Mikowska, BulleƟn Editor  
Mr. Paul Kolodziej, Website Editor 
 

 Liturgical 
Bro. Dr. James Drangsholt, Director of Music/Liturgy, 
               Lector & EM Coordinator 
Dcn. Irv Hotcaveg, Deacon Emeritus 
Ms. Jane Lohrmann, Homebound Ministers of Care Scheduler 
  
 Parish Council 
Mrs. Sophie Kass—President, Stanley Mastalerz, Anthony 
Mangiaracina, Peter Holod, Irene Heidelbauer, MaryAnn Barnhart, 
Joyce McGiniss, Elizabeth Kata, Maria Gal, Br. James Drangsholt, 
ExOfficio Members:  Sr. Dorota Domin 
  

 Parish Finance CommiƩee 
Mr. Tom Bucaro-Chairperson, Robert Groszek, Tadeusz Czosnyka,  
Edith Anaya, Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Mr. Gene Szaben, Greg Ramel, 
ExOfficio Members: Mr. MarƟn Wojtulewicz-Parish Accountant, Sr. 
Kamila Wojdyla, Irene Heidelbauer, 
  
 Parish OrganizaƟons and Prayer Groups 
Boy Scout: Mr. Vince Clemente, Coordinator 
Fish Fry: Mrs. Pat Wenzl and Mrs.Mary Ellen Leavy Coordinators 
Friendship Club 
Girl Scout: Mrs. Joyce McGinniss, Coordinator 
Knights of Columbus—Mater ChrisƟ Council:  
         Mr. Mark A. Duce, Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary:  Marcia Codak 
Ladies of St. Anne: Mrs. Violet DelVecchio, President 
Legion of Mary: Miss Aurora Almeida — President 
Legion of Mary, Juniors: Mrs. Emma Camara, President 
Irving Park Catholic Woman’s Club: Mrs. Dolores Schoewe 
Polish Altar Servers — Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski, Moderator 
English Altar Servers:  Fr. Pawel Adamus, Moderator 
Polish Club of the Good Shepherd: Mr. Andrzej Parada, President 
Polish Rosary Group: Mrs. Helena Lesak, President 
Polish School Parents’ Assn.: Mrs. Bogusława Łakomy, Pres. 
Radość: Ms. Marzena Kulesza, Music Teacher 
Kropeczki:  Sr. Dorota Domin 
Lednica Group:  Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski 
Polonia: Ensemble  Ms. Anna Krysinski 847-529-2555 
MOP:  Mrs.Marta Robak 847-312-6144 
St. Ferdinand AthleƟc: Mrs. Linda Ward  
St. Ferdinand Polish Highlanders Club:  
 Mr. Tadeusz Kulasik, President 
St. Ferdinand School Board:  
 Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Chairperson 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: Mr. Michael McGinniss, President 
Teens of Our Church:  Fr. Pawel Adamus —Youth Minister 
The AssociaƟon of Apostles of the Divine Mercy:   
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5900 W. Barry Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60634 

St. Ferdinand Parish 
  Phone: (773) 622-5900        www.stferdinandchurch.com 

Rev. Zdzisław (Jason) Torba, Pastor 
Rev. Pawel Adamus, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Michael Wyrzykowski, Associate Pastor 
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  MASS TIMES 
ENGLISH       POLISH 
 
Weekdays             W ciągu tygodnia 
8:00 AM  & 12:00 Noon                              7:00 PM 
 
Saturdays        Sobota 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM (Anticipated)     7:00 AM 
 
Sundays                      Niedziela 
8:30 AM        7:00 AM  
10:00 AM (Chapel)      10:15 AM 
12:30 PM       3:00 PM 
5:00 PM        7:00 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION / SAKRAMENT SPOWIEDZI 

 
Monday—Saturday / od poniedziałku do soboty 

  6:30 PM — 7:00 PM 
Saturday / Sobota 

  8:30 AM — 9:00 AM 
First Friday of the month / Pierwszy piątek miesiąca 

6:00 PM —7:30 PM 

St. Ferdinand School: 773 622-3022 
Ms. Denise Akana—Principal  
  
Religious Education Office: 773 622-3022 ex. 352 
Sr. Dorota Domin 
St. Ferdinand Polish Saturday School: 773-622-3022 ex 303 
 Sr. Dorota Domin — Principal 
Christian OutReach (COR): 773 622-9732 
 Mr. Michael McGinniss, Director 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King - 773 889-7979 
 Sr. Dorota Domin—Superior  Sr. Kamila Wojdyla,    
 Sr. Anna Gorska  

 
BAPTISM: 

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the first 
child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of 
each  month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the 
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday 
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on 
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of 
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at 
773/622-5900. 
For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call Stan 
Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more information. 
MARRIAGES:      Must be arranged at least four months prior to the      
  ceremony. Please call the rectory. 
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 I WILL BE IN POLAND UNTIL 
AUGUST 7.  PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU  
ENCOUNTER ANY PROBLEMS WITH  

THE BULLETIN:   
630 308 2609 Thank you! 

 


