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ON COMING DOWN THERE Copyright 2016 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

“wu

Don’t make me come down there.” | spent a lot of time with
my friends in the basement of my folks’ home when | was a kid.
We caused a little commotion, | suppose, but | can’t say | ever
heard my father bellow those words in my direction. Similarly in
my recollection, | never used them to calm my own children
down when | was one floor up from them here at home. Oddly,
though, | have used the words a number of times these days
with my own employees. | usually work at my desk on the
fourth floor of our building, but since all of my team members
have direct product responsibility, they are often on the first
floor, where our lab is located. | share emails with them all day
long, however, and some days, when | sense that the work is
not getting done--at least not getting done as it should be done
to my way of thinking--I'll send the familiar warning: “Don’t
make me come down there.”

This specific entry is my favorite in the advertising campaign
developed years ago by an agency in Florida. Per an on-line
New York Times piece covering the story when it was news, the
“God” billboards were originally commissioned by an anony-
mous Floridian who put up $150,000 for the agency to produce-
-according to the ad agency's president--a campaign “that peo-
ple could relate to in a 90's kind of way." Charlie Robb, one of
the agency’s ad executives, pulled the actual campaign togeth-
er, which resulted in over a dozen one-liners attributed to God

himself that found their way ultimately onto billboards around
the country. Other entries included “C'mon over and bring the
kids" and “Do you have any idea where you're going?” Per the
NYT piece, Robb said it was “bizarre” being God's adman, be-
fore adding "There is no downside to what we're selling here.'
“Don’t make me come down there.” If not verbatim, God him-
self speaks the message at the beginning of today’s first read-
ing. “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great,” God
says, “and their sin so grave, that | must go down and see
whether or not their actions fully correspond to the cry against
them that comes to me. | mean to find out...” So down God
goes, and his ensuing conversation with Abraham is fascinating.
“Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty?” Abraham
begins. “Suppose there were fifty innocent people in the city;
would you wipe out the place, rather than spare it for the sake
of the fifty innocent people within it? Far be it from you to do
such a thing...” And on it goes with God relinquishing in the
end. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us the Lord’s Prayer, but
we often hear that prayer in general is just having a conversa-
tion with God. In this context, Abraham’s example is brilliant.
“Don’t make me come down there,” God tells us in the ad cam-
paign. He also says per the same campaign, “Follow me.” Good
idea. Got prayer?
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BAPTISM:

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the first
child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of
each month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at
773/622-5900.

For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Christian Initiation
Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call Stan
Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more information.
MARRIAGES: Must be arranged at least four months prior to the

ceremony. Please call the rectory.
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