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ON COMING DOWN THERE Copyright 2016 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)  

““Don’t make me come down there.” I spent a lot of Ɵme with 
my friends in the basement of my folks’ home when I was a kid. 
We caused a liƩle commoƟon, I suppose, but I can’t say I ever 
heard my father bellow those words in my direcƟon. Similarly in 
my recollecƟon, I never used them to calm my own children 
down when I was one floor up from them here at home. Oddly, 
though, I have used the words a number of Ɵmes these days 
with my own employees. I usually work at my desk on the 
fourth floor of our building, but since all of my team members 
have direct product responsibility, they are oŌen on the first 
floor, where our lab is located. I share emails with them all day 
long, however, and some days, when I sense that the work is 
not geƫng done--at least not geƫng done as it should be done 
to my way of thinking--I’ll send the familiar warning: “Don’t 
make me come down there.”  
This specific entry is my favorite in the adverƟsing campaign 
developed years ago by an agency in Florida. Per an on-line 
New York Times piece covering the story when it was news, the 
“God” billboards were originally commissioned by an anony-
mous Floridian who put up $150,000 for the agency to produce-
-according to the ad agency's president--a campaign “that peo-
ple could relate to in a 90's kind of way.'' Charlie Robb, one of 
the agency’s ad execuƟves, pulled the actual campaign togeth-
er, which resulted in over a dozen one-liners aƩributed to God 

himself that found their way ulƟmately onto billboards around 
the country. Other entries included “C'mon over and bring the 
kids" and “Do you have any idea where you're going?” Per the 
NYT piece, Robb said it was “bizarre” being God's adman, be-
fore adding ''There is no downside to what we're selling here.''  
“Don’t make me come down there.” If not verbaƟm, God him-
self speaks the message at the beginning of today’s first read-
ing. “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great,” God 
says, “and their sin so grave, that I must go down and see 
whether or not their acƟons fully correspond to the cry against 
them that comes to me. I mean to find out…” So down God 
goes, and his ensuing conversaƟon with Abraham is fascinaƟng. 
“Will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty?” Abraham 
begins. “Suppose there were fiŌy innocent people in the city; 
would you wipe out the place, rather than spare it for the sake 
of the fiŌy innocent people within it? Far be it from you to do 
such a thing…” And on it goes with God relinquishing in the 
end. In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us the Lord’s Prayer, but 
we oŌen hear that prayer in general is just having a conversa-
Ɵon with God. In this context, Abraham’s example is brilliant. 
“Don’t make me come down there,” God tells us in the ad cam-
paign. He also says per the same campaign, “Follow me.” Good 
idea. Got prayer?   
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 Support Staff 
Mrs. Zofia Mazurek, Parish Secretary 
Sr. Kamila Wojdyla, AdministraƟve Assistant 
Ms. Elizabeth Ceisel-Mikowska, BulleƟn Editor  
Mr. Paul Kolodziej, Website Editor 
 

 Liturgical 
Bro. Dr. James Drangsholt, Director of Music/Liturgy, 
               Lector & EM Coordinator 
Dcn. Irv Hotcaveg, Deacon Emeritus 
Ms. Jane Lohrmann, Homebound Ministers of Care Scheduler 
  
 Parish Council 
Mrs. Sophie Kass—President, Stanley Mastalerz, Anthony 
Mangiaracina, Peter Holod, Irene Heidelbauer, MaryAnn Barnhart, 
Joyce McGiniss, Elizabeth Kata, Maria Gal, Br. James Drangsholt, 
ExOfficio Members:  Sr. Dorota Domin 
  

 Parish Finance CommiƩee 
Mr. Tom Bucaro-Chairperson, Robert Groszek, Tadeusz Czosnyka,  
Edith Anaya, Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Mr. Gene Szaben, Greg Ramel, 
ExOfficio Members: Mr. MarƟn Wojtulewicz-Parish Accountant, Sr. 
Kamila Wojdyla, Irene Heidelbauer, 
  
 Parish OrganizaƟons and Prayer Groups 
Boy Scout: Mr. Vince Clemente, Coordinator 
Fish Fry: Mrs. Pat Wenzl and Mrs.Mary Ellen Leavy Coordinators 
Friendship Club 
Girl Scout: Mrs. Joyce McGinniss, Coordinator 
Knights of Columbus—Mater ChrisƟ Council:  
         Mr. Mark A. Duce, Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary:  Marcia Codak 
Ladies of St. Anne: Mrs. Violet DelVecchio, President 
Legion of Mary: Miss Aurora Almeida — President 
Legion of Mary, Juniors: Mrs. Emma Camara, President 
Irving Park Catholic Woman’s Club: Mrs. Dolores Schoewe 
Polish Altar Servers — Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski, Moderator 
English Altar Servers:  Fr. Pawel Adamus, Moderator 
Polish Club of the Good Shepherd: Mr. Andrzej Parada, President 
Polish Rosary Group: Mrs. Helena Lesak, President 
Polish School Parents’ Assn.: Mrs. Bogusława Łakomy, Pres. 
Radość: Ms. Marzena Kulesza, Music Teacher 
Kropeczki:  Sr. Dorota Domin 
Lednica Group:  Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski 
Polonia: Ensemble  Ms. Anna Krysinski 847-529-2555 
MOP:  Mrs.Marta Robak 847-312-6144 
St. Ferdinand AthleƟc: Mrs. Linda Ward  
St. Ferdinand Polish Highlanders Club:  
 Mr. Tadeusz Kulasik, President 
St. Ferdinand School Board:  
 Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Chairperson 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: Mr. Michael McGinniss, President 
Teens of Our Church:  Fr. Pawel Adamus —Youth Minister 
The AssociaƟon of Apostles of the Divine Mercy:   
 Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski, Moderator 
Ushers Club: Mr. Peter Holod, President 
Pro-Life Coordinators:  Tony Mangiaracina, Helena Lesak 
Chapel Choir – Conductor Julie Tupiak 773-742-2611 
Word of Life — Dito Camara 773-344-8514 
Holy Spirit Missionary AssociaƟon:  Sr. Elwira Dziuk 
 



St. Ferdinand Church 
5900 W. Barry Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60634 

St. Ferdinand Parish 
  Phone: (773) 622-5900        www.stferdinandchurch.com 

Rev. Zdzisław (Jason) Torba, Pastor 
Rev. Pawel Adamus, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Michael Wyrzykowski, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Albert Judy, OP — PT Associate Pastor 
Rev. Raymond O’Connor, CMF — Weekend Help 
Br. James Drangsholt,  OSF — In Residence 

 
  MASS TIMES 
ENGLISH       POLISH 
 
Weekdays             W ciągu tygodnia 
8:00 AM  & 12:00 Noon                              7:00 PM 
 
Saturdays        Sobota 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM (Anticipated)     7:00 AM 
 
Sundays                      Niedziela 
8:30 AM        7:00 AM  
10:00 AM (Chapel)      10:15 AM 
12:30 PM       3:00 PM 
5:00 PM        7:00 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION / SAKRAMENT SPOWIEDZI 

 
Monday—Saturday / od poniedziałku do soboty 

  6:30 PM — 7:00 PM 
Saturday / Sobota 

  8:30 AM — 9:00 AM 
First Friday of the month / Pierwszy piątek miesiąca 

6:00 PM —7:30 PM 

St. Ferdinand School: 773 622-3022 
Ms. Denise Akana—Principal  
  
Religious Education Office: 773 622-3022 ex. 352 
Sr. Dorota Domin 
St. Ferdinand Polish Saturday School: 773-622-3022 ex 303 
 Sr. Dorota Domin — Principal 
Christian OutReach (COR): 773 622-9732 
 Mr. Michael McGinniss, Director 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King - 773 889-7979 
 Sr. Dorota Domin—Superior  Sr. Kamila Wojdyla,    
 Sr. Anna Gorska  

 
BAPTISM: 

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the first 
child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of 
each  month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the 
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday 
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on 
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of 
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at 
773/622-5900. 
For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call Stan 
Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more information. 
MARRIAGES:      Must be arranged at least four months prior to the      
  ceremony. Please call the rectory. 



CHURCH NAME AND NUMBER — 
 St. Ferdinand   #639 
 
ADDRESS — 
 5900 Barry Avenue 
 Chicago, Illinois. 60634 
 
PHONE — 
 773-622-5900 
 
CONTACT PERSON— 
Elizabeth Ceisel-Mikowska 
630– 308-2609 
 
SOFTWARE — 
 Microsoft Publisher 2010 
 Adobe Acrobat 7.0 
 Windows 2000 Professional with Service Pak 4 
 
PRINTER —        
 HP Photo Smart P1100 
 
TRANSMISSION TIME— 
 Wednesday, 7:00AM 
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT — 
 Cover through 16 (ads on page 14 and 15) 
 Page 16 is church copy 
 
SUNDAY DATE OF BULLETIN — 
 July 24, 2016  
 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS — 

 I WILL BE IN POLAND UNTIL 
AUGUST 7.  PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU  
ENCOUNTER ANY PROBLEMS WITH  

THE BULLETIN:   
630 308 2609 Thank you! 

 


