




My home parish--St. Constance, on Chicago’s northwest side--has 
a vibrant Polish community. This is not surprising, given that the 
church was founded a hundred years ago to serve the large Polish 
populaƟon at the Ɵme.  But my wife and I didn’t know any of this 
when we joined in the 1980’s, which explains why we were both 
confused when we aƩended a Sunday morning Mass back then 
and wondered what everybody was saying. As we got more and 
more involved with the place, I told Gail that we should learn 
conversaƟonal Polish. Yeah. That never happened. In fact, I’ve 
joked since then that I know only two things in Polish: Dziękuję 
(Thank you), and, because I got draŌed once to hand out 
Communion at a Polish Mass: Ciało Chrystusa (Body of Christ). But 
today’s Gospel reminds me that I actually know a third Polish 
phrase (and this one is the most ingrained in me): Nie bój się (Do 
not be afraid). 
My wife knows it, too, because I’ve said it to her enough over the 
years. I learned it from a guy at work. Chester passed away long 
ago, but he used to be the maintainance guy at my old work 
locale. He was a character, Chester--the kind of guy who might not 
last long in today’s more buƩoned-up corporate environment--but 
we always had a good rapport, and my life is beƩer for having 
known him. Anyway, Chester was changing a fluorescent tube 
preƩy much directly over my desk years ago, and he told me I was 
OK--that I didn’t have to move--as he opened up his ladder right 
next to me. I nodded and kept on working, but with all of the fum-
bling going on overhead, I asked him if he was sure I was safe 

siƫng where I was siƫng. That’s when he said it: Nie bój się. Do 
not be afraid. Chester said it to me several more Ɵmes, too, in 
different contexts, reinforcing my recall. I hope the words never 
leave me.   
I read somewhere once that the Bible has 365 references to not 
being fearful or afraid. You know. One for every day of the year. I 
don’t know about that, but I know that Jesus tells us certainly 
several Ɵmes in the Scriptures to not be afraid, to live lives of faith 
rather than lives of despair. Today’s Gospel is an example. Here, 
Jesus directs Simon to “Put out into deep water and lower your 
nets for a catch.” Simon at first sounds Ɵred and exasperated, but 
in the end complies: “Master, we have worked hard all night and 
have caught nothing, but at your command, I will lower the nets.” 
When he does, and when the catch is so great that it fills two 
boats to the point of sinking, Simon falls before Jesus and says, 
“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” Proximity to 
Godliness has that effect on people. Look at Isaiah in the first 
reading (“Woe is me”) and at Paul in the second reading (I am…
not fit to be called an apostle”). Personally, I think a liƩle 
trembling before the King of the Universe is a good thing. But only 
to make us appreciate the awesome goodness we’re involved 
with, not to paralyze us. Perhaps this is why we get the Fear not 
message so many Ɵmes in the Book. Perhaps, also, this had 
something to do with Chester’s direcƟon to me over and over and 
over again. Nie bój się. Do not be afraid  

St. Ferdinand Parish 

February 7, 2016   FiŌh Ordinary Sunday          Page Thirteen 

 Support Staff 
Mrs. Zofia Mazurek, Parish Secretary 
Sr. Kamila Wojdyla, Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Elizabeth Ceisel-Mikowska, Bulletin Editor  
Mr. Kamil Duda, Website Designer/Editor 
 
 Liturgical 
Bro. Dr. James Drangsholt, Director of Music/Liturgy, 
               Lector & EM Coordinator 
Mr. Kamil Duda, Polish Music Director 
Dcn. Irv Hotcaveg, Deacon Emeritus 
Ms. Jane Lohrmann, Homebound Ministers of Care Scheduler 
  
 Parish Council 
Mrs. Sophie Kass—President, Stanley Mastalerz, Anthony 
Mangiaracina, Peter Holod, Irene Heidelbauer, MaryAnn Barnhart, 
Joyce McGiniss, Elizabeth Kata, Maria Gal, Br. James Drangsholt, 
ExOfficio Members: Dr. Lucine Mastalerz , Sr. Dorota Domin 
  
 Parish Finance Committee 
Mr. Tom Bucaro-Chairperson, Robert Groszek, Tadeusz Czosnyka,  
Edith Anaya, Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Mr. Gene Szaben, Greg Ramel, 
ExOfficio Members: Mr. Martin Wojtulewicz-Parish Accountant, Sr. 
Kamila Wojdyla, Irene Heidelbauer, Dr. Lucine Mastalerz 
  
 Parish Organizations and Prayer Groups 
Boy Scout: Mr. Vince Clemente, Coordinator 
Fish Fry: Mrs. Pat Wenzl and Mrs.Mary Ellen Leavy Coordinators 
Friendship Club: Mrs. Patricia Flynn, President 
Girl Scout: Mrs. Joyce McGinniss, Coordinator 
Knights of Columbus—Mater Christi Council:  
         Mr. Edward Weyna, Grand Knight 

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary:  Marcia Codak 
Ladies of St. Anne: Mrs. Violet DelVecchio, President 
Legion of Mary: Miss Aurora Almeida — President 
Legion of Mary, Juniors: Mrs. Emma Camara, President 
Irving Park Catholic Woman’s Club: Mrs. Dolores Schoewe 
Polish Altar Servers — Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski, Moderator 
English Altar Servers:  Fr. Pawel Adamus, Moderator 
Polish Club of the Good Shepherd: Mr. Andrzej Parada, President 
Polish Rosary Group: Mrs. Helena Lesak, President 
Polish School Parents’ Assn.: Mrs. Bogusława Łakomy, Pres. 
Radość: Ms. Marzena Kulesza, Music Teacher 
Kropeczki:  Sr. Dorota Domin 
Lednica Group:  Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski 
Polonia:  Ms. Anna Krysinski 847-529-2555 
MOP:  Mrs.Marta Robak 847-312-6144 
St. Ferdinand Athletic: Mrs. Linda Ward  
St. Ferdinand Polish Highlanders Club:  
 Mr. Tadeusz Kulasik, President 
St. Ferdinand School Board:  
 Mrs. MaryAnn Barnhart, Chairperson 
St. Vincent DePaul Society: Mr. Michael McGinniss, President 
Teens of Our Church:  Fr. Pawel Adamus —Youth Minister 
The Association of Apostles of the Divine Mercy:   
 Fr. Michal Wyrzykowski, Moderator 
Ushers Club: Mr. Peter Holod, President 
Pro-Life Coordinators:  Tony Mangiaracina, Helena Lesak 
Chapel Choir – Conductor Julie Tupiak 773-742-2611 
Word of Life — Dito Camara 773-344-8514 
Holy Spirit Missionary Association:  Sr. Elwira Dziuk 
Notre Dame Athletics: Mrs. Linda Ward 
Notre Dame Board of Directors: Ms. Sue Miller & Ms. Judy Becker  

ON NOT BEING AFRAID, IN POLISH —  Copyright 2015 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)  



St. Ferdinand Parish 
  Phone: (773) 622-5900        www.stferdinandchurch.com 

Rev. Zdzisław (Jason) Torba, Pastor 
Rev. Pawel Adamus, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Michael Wyrzykowski, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Albert Judy, OP — PT Associate Pastor 
Rev. Raymond O’Connor, CMF — Weekend Help 
Br. James Drangsholt,  OSF — In Residence 
Dcn.  Pawel Barwikowski 

 
  MASS TIMES 
ENGLISH       POLISH 
 
Weekdays             W ciągu tygodnia 
8:00 AM  & 12:00 Noon                              7:00 PM 
 
Saturdays        Sobota 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM (Anticipated)     7:00 AM 
 
Sundays                      Niedziela 
8:30 AM        7:00 AM  
10:00 AM (Chapel)      10:15 AM 
12:30 PM       3:00 PM 
5:00 PM        7:00 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION / SAKRAMENT SPOWIEDZI 

 
Monday—Saturday / od poniedziałku do soboty 

  6:30 PM — 7:00 PM 
Saturday / Sobota 

  8:30 AM — 9:00 AM 
First Friday of the month / Pierwszy piątek miesiąca 

6:00 PM —7:30 PM 

St. Ferdinand School: 773 622-3022 
 Dr. Lucine Mastalerz, Principal 
Notre Dame High School for Girls Office:  773-622-9494 
 Irene Heidelbauer— Principal 
Religious Education Office: 773 622-3022 ex. 352 
Sr. Dorota Domin 
St. Ferdinand Polish Saturday School: 773-622-3022 ex 303 
 Sr. Dorota Domin — Principal 
Christian OutReach (COR): 773 622-9732 
 Mr. Michael McGinniss, Director 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King - 773 889-7979 
 Sr. Dorota Domin—Superior  Sr. Kamila Wojdyla,    
 Sr. Anna Gorska  

 
BAPTISM: 

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the 
first child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of 
each  month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the 
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday 
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on 
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of 
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at 
773/622-5900. 
For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Chr istian Initi-
ation Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call 
Stan Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more infor-
mation. 
MARRIAGES:      Must be arranged at least four months prior to the      
  ceremony. Please call the rectory. 
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