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                When it comes to sheep, I’m preƩy much clueless. Even 
though I have a BS degree in Animal Science from the University 
of Illinois, and even though I spent a fair amount of Ɵme on the 
south farms during my Champaign-Urbana days, and even though 
I got to know a few sheep people on a first name basis, I don’t 
really know sheep. And yet believe it or not, I actually knew a fair 
amount about them back then, when I was more immersed in 
their world. Or they, in mine. But I’ve long forgoƩen much of that 
insight. At the same Ɵme, it’s not that I’m totally sheep-ignorant 
either. I mean, I sheared a sheep once. That should count for 
something. I know “Baa Baa Black Sheep/ Have you any wool…” 
Heck. I even know the sheep password (“Baa-ram-ewe! Baa-ram-
ewe! To your breed, your fleece, your clan be true! Sheep be 
true! Baa-ram-ewe!”) that Babe needed to say to get the sheep 
to listen to him at the end of the movie. Beyond that, though--at 
this moment in Ɵme, anyway--I’ve got nothing. 
When it comes to salvaƟon, by comparison, I know as much as 
the next guy. Granted, my take is colored by my educaƟon and 
upbringing, but I am grateful for both, so here’s what the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church has to say:  “Believing in Jesus 
Christ and in the One who sent him for our salvaƟon is necessary 
for obtaining that salvaƟon.” And, “SalvaƟon comes from God 
alone…” And, referencing the DogmaƟc ConsƟtuƟon on Divine 
RevelaƟon Dei Verbum and Romans 1:16 (“For I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel…”), “‘The Word of God, which is the power of God 

for salvaƟon to everyone who has faith, is set forth and displays 
its power in a most wonderful way in the wriƟngs of the New 
Testament’ which hand on the ulƟmate truth of God’s RevelaƟon. 
Their central object is Jesus Christ, God’s incarnate Son: his acts, 
teachings, Passion and glorificaƟon, and his Church’s beginnings 
under the Spirit’s influence.”  
                And yet, others don’t even subscribe to the biblical 
Jesus, let alone the historical one. And per one of those Jesus-
does-not-exist websites, “Many currents fed the Jesus myth, like 
streams and tributaries joining to form a major river.” As a writer, 
I like the metaphor. As a believer, I reject the premise. But non-
believers are certainly free to hold it dear. And as I’ve wriƩen 
before, these folks are actually believers in their own right. They 
just choose to believe that Jesus is a figment of somebody’s (or 
lots of somebodies’) imaginaƟon. I choose to believe in him as 
the Risen Christ. Someday, we’re all going to learn the truth, but 
in the meanƟme, I’m taking the side of the angels. And on this 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, tradiƟonally known as Good Shepherd 
Sunday, I especially embrace the Good Shepherd image. “My 
sheep hear my voice,” Jesus says. “I know them, and they follow 
me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.” I don’t 
know about you, but this is the flock for me. “Baa-ram-ewe! Baa-
ram-ewe! To your breed, your fleece, your clan be true!” Believe 
it or not, the Good Shepherd is calling. I believe it. “Sheep be 
true…” 
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  MASS TIMES 
ENGLISH       POLISH 
 
Weekdays             W ciągu tygodnia 
8:00 AM  & 12:00 Noon                              7:00 PM 
 
Saturdays        Sobota 
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM (Anticipated)     7:00 AM 
 
Sundays                      Niedziela 
8:30 AM        7:00 AM  
10:00 AM (Chapel)      10:15 AM 
12:30 PM       3:00 PM 
5:00 PM        7:00 PM 

 
RECONCILIATION / SAKRAMENT SPOWIEDZI 

 
Monday—Saturday / od poniedziałku do soboty 

  6:30 PM — 7:00 PM 
Saturday / Sobota 

  8:30 AM — 9:00 AM 
First Friday of the month / Pierwszy piątek miesiąca 

6:00 PM —7:30 PM 

St. Ferdinand School: 773 622-3022 
 Dr. Lucine Mastalerz, Principal 
Notre Dame High School for Girls Office:  773-622-9494 
 Irene Heidelbauer— Principal 
Religious Education Office: 773 622-3022 ex. 352 
Sr. Dorota Domin 
St. Ferdinand Polish Saturday School: 773-622-3022 ex 303 
 Sr. Dorota Domin — Principal 
Christian OutReach (COR): 773 622-9732 
 Mr. Michael McGinniss, Director 
Missionary Sisters of Christ the King - 773 889-7979 
 Sr. Dorota Domin—Superior  Sr. Kamila Wojdyla,    
 Sr. Anna Gorska  

 
BAPTISM: 

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the 
first child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of 
each  month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the 
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday 
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the 
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on 
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of 
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at 
773/622-5900. 
For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Chr istian Initi-
ation Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call 
Stan Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more infor-
mation. 
MARRIAGES:      Must be arranged at least four months prior to the      
  ceremony. Please call the rectory. 
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