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ON FLOSSING, HOUSEWORK, AND KEEPING THE FAITH

Copyright 2016 by John B. Reynolds (john@jrwrites.com)

It’s hard to keep your guard up all the time. Which is why
| sometimes don’t. The example coming to mind in the moment
deals with dental hygiene. | know this is a personal topic, but | also
know I’'m among friends here. While my folks gave me many good
things genetics-wise, a mouthful of perfect teeth wasn’t one of
them. So for decades now, I've made up for it by hard work.
Brushing. Flossing. Waterpik-ing. If | keep to my regimen between
check-ups, these visits go well. If | slack off, though--and slacking
off is easy with a comfortable bed calling me at 10:00 PM and a
pre-5:00 AM alarm going off in the back of my head--then the
check-ups show the effects of my non-diligence.

In a similar vein, my wife’s nephew and his wife and the
rest of the family were looking to sell the rented home they were
living in years ago, so not only did they need to get it all cleaned-
up and nice and show-ready, they had to keep it all cleaned-up
and nice and show-ready for as long as it took for a potential buy-
er to come through and say “Yes.” This may not sound like much
to many, but when both parents work outside the home--and a
small child is underfoot--the cleaning-up often occurs more on a
when-we-can-get-to-it basis than on a regularly-scheduled basis,
and | remember the wife saying at a birthday gathering at her
place, “How can | keep it looking great all the time?”

The answer in both cases has an element of faith. Faith in
a good check-up if | persevere in my dental home care. Faith that
the well-cleaned house will sell, and sooner than later. And to-
day’s readings have all to do with faith, and the persistence that

goes with it. From Wisdom: “The night of the passover was known
beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure knowledge of the oaths
in which they put their faith, they might have courage.” From He-
brews: “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence
of things not seen.” From Jesus himself: “Sell your belongings and
give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not wear
out...”

But it takes faith to do this. Serious faith. And I'll be the
first to admit that I’'m not there yet. I'm not even sure if this is
exactly what Jesus is asking me to do right now. | know in my
bones, however, that Jesus is asking me to be a prudent servant
concerning all of the things he has entrusted me with. And every
day. If | say, though, like the imprudent steward in the Gospel,
“My master is delayed in coming...” and ignore my responsibilities,
I know also that | am not living the discipleship | am called to live.
And at any time, everything given to me can be taken away. “Be
sure of this:” Jesus says, “if the master of the house had known
the hour when the thief was coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into.” Short-term faith is good in the moment,
but moments fade, you know? Jesus asks for enduring faith, for
flossing-every-day faith, for keeping-the-house-in-constant order
faith. Like I said, “I'll be the first to admit...” But if John Paul Il was
right--if faith leads us beyond ourselves directly to God--then even
when | fail, that’s still the direction | want to go.
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MASS TIMES
ENGLISH POLISH

Weekdays W ciggu tygodnia
8:00 AM & 12:00 Noon 7:00 PM

Saturdays Sobota
8:00 AM and 5:00 PM (Anticipated) 7:00 AM

Sundays Niedziela
8:30 AM 7:00 AM
10:00 AM (Chapel) 10:15 AM
12:30 PM 3:00 PM
5:00 PM 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION / SAKRAMENT SPOWIEDZI

Monday—Saturday / od poniedziatku do soboty
6:30 PM — 7:00 PM

Saturday / Sobota
8:30 AM — 9:00 AM

First Friday of the month / Pierwszy pigtek miesigca

6:00 PM —7:30 PM

www.stferdinandchurch.com
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BAPTISM:

For Children: a pre-Baptism class is required for Baptism of the first
child. Classes are held in English on the first Wednesday of each
month at 7:30PM in the Church, and in Polish on the last Tuesday of
each month at 7:30PM in the Church. Following registration, the
sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in English on the second Saturday
each month at 6:00PM and on the fourth Sunday of the month at the
12:30PM Mass. The sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in Polish on
the first Saturday of the month at 6:00PM and on the third Sunday of
the month at the 3:00PM Mass. Please call the rectory to register at
773/622-5900.

For Adults: Classes are taught through the Rite of Christian Initiation
Program (RCIA) on Sunday mornings at 10:00AM. Please call Stan
Mastalerz, the RCIA Director at 773/865-4151 for more information.
MARRIAGES: Must be arranged at least four months prior to the

ceremony. Please call the rectory.
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